B prey to these creoks Aecerdmg to

111 AARP ‘commissioned research

: pasi, at'ticles for our
valued Lumpkm Coun
1y veteians focused
on the eoueept of saving meney,
1t is ]ust as importanto’i mcrease
‘awareness of how crodks and -
SCAmS are targetmg veterans and
ourfamilies to ‘steal’ our money
{00, Sad that those who sacrifice so
much around the globe forall of us; |
arethen abused by predators back
home who have actually been pro-:
‘tected by the nnhtary semces and
sacrifices of others, - : .7
" Pirststep to proteetmg yourself
is be ghiarded of all unsohmted '
. phone calls, especially if they -
- start talking ahotita quick: need
- to transfer moneyorask for your -
: 5:_.persona1 or, account mformatlon

“scam arhsts _youwﬂl not mma}ly;
'_recegmze them as malicious, They
are trained and prachced and wﬂl

: 'approach you either in person,

son the phone, or through snail or

emml appearmg 743 be kmd and:.
: -sympathetxc d patriotic: They
“know how thankful most areto .

- oy veterans, and conversely how .
“mich veterans appreciate a  break,
“Their pitch will typically be askmg

for your help, or offering some- -
‘thing you mightbe mterested in,

 seeking your aid for someone else,
S oreven trying to getyoutfo invest

in an “outstanding financial op-.-
-:portumty”- They may ask f_or your
A informiation and many ﬁlmes
‘explain they are representing a
++ legitimate gcvernment agency e
. company that you may have never. -

: _heard'of, and the agency has never_“'__-'
Lo tary ships us out and will send us -
- home when our touris complete.

. heardof them.

- . Researchby multzple seuroes

- has shown that veterans, andes- -
- pecially their families, are more .

effort, 16 percent of veterane have
lost money to crooked seams and

80 percent have been appreached _
bya veteran-specific scam: attempt
’n'the past five years. Many of the -
pitches target families who have_

“just lost aloved one which the .
- erooks identify by readmg our awn
- paper’s ob1tuar1es Their approach e

“on ouir loved ones ¢an bein the di-

*“rection that the deceased had bor-

rowed some money from themand

. -they want it repaid, or they have an

msuranee pollcy on which several -
prermums ‘have not been paidand - -
they ‘won't be- able to reinstate the .
Tpolicy and make the payout unhl
‘the premlums are breught up to

'._-date

Scams targetmg veferans are . ©
" many, but here are justa, few of the

more Common:

Phishing when the caller claims

o be with the VA and tells you they :

. needto updaie. theirrecords. Ask
fer their name and call them back
- Military records retrieved at .

a cest whenthey are avaﬁable for
“free throughthe VA, - -

:"Vets get a special ¢ dlsceumﬁ on
house rentals, car buys and loans ..

- which may not exist. Some may .

be OK but never send money- by
wire, snail mailor onlme to any

s uxﬂmown SOUCES.

“The most frequent scém is

: Charity fundraising and oceurs:

. often around Veterans Day or. othe1 =
holidays: They. clalm themoney =

- .;.Wﬂlgotoveterane buteurmoney
+is often pocketed in whole or ma.]or &
-percentagehythecmok 2 -

Onhnedatxngscamssteahden- 1
htles of real military personnel -

- from social networking sites, and
‘ thenpeee as the actual military - -

member; Often they agkformer- -

r-.chandise or money for airfareso "
: --they can get back home from over-

seas, But; veterans khowthe mlh-

. Craigslist scams have crooks

' _hsi:mg_vehlcl_eei_‘m sale atbargain. -
vulnerablethananﬁnearlytmw L
as hl_{ely_gs_nenvetelans__tofa]l S

~ See Gerheim, Page 6A
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" rates. saymg they need to sell qmckly as
they are heing deployed oramilitary =~

‘meynber veho died in comnbat owneda -
vehicle and the family needs to get rid
of it, ’I‘hese typically requirea wire. .

- tansfer up front; and will offer free

‘rental Histings and then offer outstand

‘ing deals requiring a security deposrc to’
bewired in advance Never wire money :

: :tmnsfm fo anyone.
- The next action is to take the ap
propriate steps to protect yourself a_nd

vour family. With charities, ask for lots *

of information like their registration
nuraber, is web address, and what per-

B '-._f"mlmstratwe fee Check their promded "
.. vegistration number with the Georgia
Secretary of State’s office, Also search

" the charity online adding the word -

= fcomplaints” and see what shows up.
= Don’t authorize autornatic wﬂhdrawa]s. il

- from your bank account. Lastly;’ aceess
thenamedchantyonChamtyNawga .

shipping. Housing scams around m111- torat wyrw. charitynavigator.org.

o t X 1ift :
1ary bases have the crook 1i egmmate:_ ﬁyouhavebeenscamm ed istofilen

- complaint with the Better Businesgs

‘Bureau, the Federal Trade Commission
'or the FBI at www.ic3.gov. Additionally,

*-* you can comrunicate with the Georgia.

State Attorney Géeneral or Conswmer

" Protection Office online at www.usa.

. _-gov/directcrry/stateoonsumer/mdex :

-shimlto prevent others ﬁ'om suﬁ'ermg

“The last step, and - most xmportant

Boﬁ;om Ime vou must be cautmus o

= Oi' people askmg YO or money no .

matter who they are; how liitle they. - - -
~agk for, or how hard they tugatyour

~heart strmgs Seammers have become
‘much more sophistlcated and employ:
+harddorecognize new tacties taking

advantage of the many advancements

in technology Don"t give or send cash 5
- and neveroffer personal, financial or

creditcard information to unfamiliar

" individuals. For the legitimate orga- -
‘nizations you research and choose to
‘support make sure vou gef a receipt B
“and deduct it from your taxes. The old - -

“ adage, “Tfit sounds foo good to'be true,
it probably is” turns out to.still be great
~advice. | ST AT




