
Pet Adoption and Welfare Association, Inc. (PAWS) proposes to the Lumpkin County 
Board of Commissioners that their application to the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
for “Dog and Cat Sterilization Grant Program 2015” in the amount of $7,500 be 
amended to include an additional amount of $2,500 that can be used to supplement 
PAWS spay/neuter program for owned animals. 
 
$10,000 is the upper limit for the Georgia Department of Agriculture “Dog and Cat 
Sterilization Grant Program 2015.”  $200,000 is available to fund grants in that 
program. 
 
Lumpkin County would hold the funds with PAWS making quarterly draws based on the 
number of surgeries performed. 
 
PAWS has an agreement with Dr. Rebecca Babcock of Red Barn Clinic to perform 
surgeries and a rabies inoculation for a PAWS voucher and $35 presented to the vet by 
the pet owner. Both Chestatee and Dahlonega Veterinary Clinics accept a PAWS voucher 
and $35 for the surgery.  
 
Clinics bill PAWS an additional amount based on the following schedule: 
Cat neuter   $40    -$35 = $ 5  
Cat spay         $57.50   -$35 = $ 22.50 
Dog neuter <60#  $47.50  -$35 = $ 12.50 
Dog neuter >60#  $82.50 -$35 = $ 47.50 
Dog spay <50#     $62.50 -$35 = $ 27.50 
Dog spay>50#      $95.50 -$35 = $ 60.50 
   
Proposal for spending $2500: 
Cat neuter     4 @ $ 5.00  = $ 20 
Cat spay   30 @ $22.50  = $ 675 
Dog neuter <60#   14 @ $12.50 = $ 175 
Dog neuter >60#  10 @ $47.50 = $ 475 
Dog spay <50#  20 @  $27.50 = $ 550 
Dog spay >50#  10 @  $60.50 = $ 605 
__________________________________________________ 
Total    88 surgeries for $2500 
 
During 2014, pet owner/rescuers contributed $11,165, veterinarians contributed $23,763 
and PAWS only $9,050.  PAWS 2014 income was $5,560.00 and expenses were $9,796.62. 
 
PAWS plans to apply for the Georgia Department of Agriculture “Dog and Cat 
Sterilization Grant Program in 2016 on our own.  We meet the qualifications except for 
the fact that current rules require the applicant to have an animal rescue license.  Our 
program meets the spirit of the law but since we do not take possession of animals, we 
cannot get a rescue license. 
 
Mr. Mark Murrah, representative of the Dept. of Agriculture who oversees grants, tells 
me that he will propose that the requirement be changed so PAWS will be eligible next 
year. 
 
He recommended that we ask our local government to apply for funds to be used in the 
PAWS spay/neuter program.  He says that each grant will be considered on its merit.  
There would be no problem with several organizations in the same county obtaining the 
grant.  The goal is to get the animals spayed and neutered to prevent overpopulation. 


