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Funding Opportunity
Georgia Department of Agriculture
Dog & Cat Sterilization Program — FY-2015

The Georgia Department of Agriculture (DOA) recently announced it is
seeking applications for funding from its 2015 Dog and Cat Sterilization
Program.

The DOA utilizes revenue generated from the sale of specialty vehicle
tags along with the income tax check off and direct contributions to fund
its Dog and Cat Sterilization Program. For fiscal year 2015, the DOA will
make available $200,000 in grants to assist communities in the spaying or
neutering of companion animals. Last month, the Board approved the
submission of a Dog and Cat Sterilization Program grant application for
the Lumpkin County Animal Shelter in the amount of $7,500.00.

In the time that has passed since the Board approved the submission of the
County’s application, Mrs. Emily Lewy, acting on behalf of the Pet
Welfare and Adoption Association, Inc. (PAWS), has requested the
County modify its application. Specifically, PAWS requests the County
modify its application to include an additional $2,500 intended to benefit
PAWS and its dog and cat sterilization efforts.

Since a request of this nature has not been made before, staff has sought
direction from the County Attorney in an effort to identify any potential
legal implications associated with PAWS’ request. Based upon an initial
assessment, it would appear as though approving PAWS’ request would
equate to the County extending a gratuity to PAWS in the event the
application is approved by the DOA.
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Potential Courses

of Action: A. Approve the request made by PAWS.

B. Take no action.
Budget Impact: There will be no impact to the County’s budget.
Staff

Recommendation:  Staff recommends the request made by PAWS be rejected as approving it
would result in providing a gratuity to PAWS in the event the application
is approved by DOA.
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