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August 13, 2015

Funding Opportunity Letter of Withdrawal

Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Community Development Block Grant — Employment Incentive Program
Lumpkin County Development Authority — Broadband Expansion

The proposed letter is intended to remove from further consideration by
the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) the Community
Development Block Grant- Employment Incentive Program (CDBG-EIP)
application submitted by the County on behalf of the Lumpkin County
Development Authority (LCDA) in July of2014.

In July 0f2014, the County was approached by the LCDA to submit on its
behalf a CDBG-EIP application for its proposed broadband expansion
project. Unfortunately, in the time that has passed since the initial
application documents were submitted to DCA, the LCDA has been
advised by the DCA that proposed projects of this nature are not being
funded at this time. The LCDA is requesting that the application
submitted by the County on its behalf be officially withdrawn.

Since the application was submitted some time ago, a number of other
documents have been included to provide additional information related to
the LCDA's request to withdraw the application. They include the staff
analysis for the funding opportunity along with the application documents.
Also included is the staff analysis for the agreement with the Georgia
Mountains Regional Commission (GMRC) to prepare and administer the
application along with a copy of the executed agreement with GMRC.

The LCDA has drafted a letter to the DCA to formally request the
application be withdrawn for the County's consideration.

A. Approve the letter proposed by the LCDA requesting it CDBG-EIP
application be withdrawn from consideration by the DCA.
B. Take no action.

99 Courthouse Hill, SuiteD-Dahlonega, GA 30533
706-482-2552
www.lumpkincounty.gov


http://www.lumpkincounty.gov/

Budget Impact: There will be no impact to the County's budget should the decision be
made to approve the letter proposed by the LCDA.

Staff
Recommendation: Please see statement from the LCDA.

99 Courthouse Hill, SuiteD-Dahlonega, GA 30533
706-482-2552
www.lumpkincounty.gov
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99 Courthouse Hill, A-A
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706-864-0423 » Fax 706-864-4760

N-yelopment Authority
o1 Lumpkin County

May 18, 2015

Chairman Chris Dockery

Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners
194 Courthouse Hill

Dahlonega, GA 30533

Dear Chris,

After working with Get U Wired to attempt to secure grant funding for broadband service to
their location we learned that DCA will not fund broadband projects at this time. We have been advised
that the application filed by Lumpkin County on behalf of the Development Authority for this project
should be officially withdrawn. To that end | have included a letter to DCA from Lumpkin County with
the recommended language and identifiers provided by DCA. The letter only needs to be printed on
letterhead and signed. If you have any questions please call.

Regards,

W Bored

Steve Gooch
Executive Director



September 15, 2015

Mr. Brock Smith

Georgia Department of Community Affairs
60 Executive Park South, NE

Atlanta, GA 30329

RE: Proposed EIP (PID03412A)
Lumpkin County Broadband — Get U Wired

Dear Brock:

In response to your letter dated August 12, 2014 regarding the above-mentioned project, Lumpkin County
is declining the opportunity to submit a full Employment Incentive Program (EIP) Fund application for
project # PID03412A and would like to withdraw from consideration at this time. As a matter of
information, Lumpkin County received Pre-Agreement Cost Approval for this project to assist the county
in providing broadband fiber to benefit Get U Wired.

Thank you for the opportunity. Lumpkin County greatly appreciates your consideration of the project,
and we look forward to working with you and your staff on future projects. Should you have questions or

require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 706-864-3742.

Best regards,

Chris Dockery
Chairman

cc: Heather Feldman, GMRC






Potential Courses
of Action:

Budget Impact:

Staff
Recommendation:

Eligible uses include:

e Public water and sewer systems, distribution and/or collection lines,
wastewater treatment projects, rail spurs, and various other types of
public facilities.

¢ Financing for fixed assets including: land, new facilities, rehabilitation
of existing facilities, machinery, equipment, etc.

Given the complexity of the CDBG-EIP application process, DCA
encourages applicants to engage their respective Regional Commission to
prepare the application documents. The Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission (GMRC) has expressed an interest in providing technical
assistance to the County in development and preparation of a CDBG-EIP
application. In exchange for providing this service, GMRC would require
an application fee of $1,000.00. Should the application be funded, GMRC
would require an administration fee equal to six percent of the grant award
amount.

A. Approve the submission of a CDBG-EIP application on behalf of
the Lumpkin County Development Authority.
B. Take no action.

There will be no negative impact to the County’s budget as the Lumpkin
County Development Authority will be responsible for paying the
application fee to GMRC. Should the application be funded, the
administration fee imposed by GMRC will be funded by the grant.

Please see statement from Mr. Steve Gooch, Director of the Lumpkin
County Development Authority.

99 Courthouse Hill, Suite D — Dahlonega, GA 30533 — (706) 482-2552



ey



LUMPKIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Doug Sherrill Clarence Stowers
District 1 Chris Dockery District 3
Chairman
Steve Shaw Clarence Grindle
District 2 District 4

July 15,2014

Mr. Danny Lewis, Executive Director
GA Mountains Regional Commission
P.O. Box 1720

Gainesville, GA 30503

RE: Request for Assistance

Dear Danny:

Lumpkin County is requesting the assistance of the Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission in seeking Community Development Block Grant — Employment Incentive
Program (CDBG-EIP) for broadband infrastructure to serve Get U Wired.

Should you have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me
at 706-864-3742.

99 Courthouse Hill, Suite H ® Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 ® Phone: (706) 3742 :(706) 482-2697
www_lumpkincounty.gov



VIPKIN COUNTY BOARD G. COMMISS..M_...S

1g Sherrill Clarence Stowers

istrict 1 Chris Dockery District 3
Chairman

've Shaw Clarence Grindle

istrict 2 District 4

July 15,2014

Mr. Russell Townsend
Qualla Boundary Reservation
P.O. Box 455

Cherokee, NC 28719

Re:  Lumpkin County — Broadband Expansion
CDBG-EIP Program Grant Application

Dear Mr. Townsend,

Lumpkin County is considering applying for the project listed above with federal funds
from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs — Community Development Block
Grant-Employment Incentive Program. Lumpkin County, Georgia, has assumed DCA’s
environmental review responsibilities for the project, including tribal consultation related
to historic properties. Historic properties include archeological sites, burial grounds,
sacred landscapes or features, ceremonial areas, traditional cultural places and
landscapes, plant and animal communities, and buildings and structures with significant
tribal association.

Lumpkin County will conduct a review of this project to comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 36 CFR Part 800.
We would like to invite you to be a consulting party in this review to help identify
historic properties in the project area that may have religious and cultural significance to
your tribe, and, if such properties exist, to help assess how the project might affect them.
[f the project might have an adverse effect, we would like to discuss possible ways to
avoid, minimize or mitigate potential adverse effects.

To meet project timeframes, if you would like to be a consulting party on this project, can
you please let us know of your interest within 30 days? If you have any initial concerns

99 Courthouse Hill, Suite H ® Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 e Phone: (706) 864-3742 o Fax: (706) 482-2697
www.lumpkincounty.gov



with impacts of the project on religious or cultural properties, can you please note them in
your response?

Enclosed is a map that shows the Project Area and, if applicable, an additional area of
potential indirect effects. The project consists of expansion of fiber optic broadband to
benefit an internet marketing company in Lumpkin County.

More information on the Section 106 review process 1is available at
http://www.comcon.org/sites/default/files/historic_preservation/. HUD’s process for
tribal consultation under Section 106 is described in a Notice available at
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/environment
/atec .

If you do not wish to consult on this project, can you please inform us? If you do wish to
consult, can you please include in your reply the name and contact information for the
tribe’s principal representative in the consultation? Thank you very much. We value your
assistance and look forward to consulting further if there are historic properties of
relioinne and enltural cionificance to your tribe that may be affected by this project.

Enclosures






Lumpkin County Broadband Expansion

Heather Feldman, Georgia Mountains Regional Commission

Lumpkin C~'~*y, Georgia

June 2014



Lumpkin County, Georgia

is Dockery, Chairman

Lumpkin County Broadband Infrastructure Project

The proposed route of the broadband is from the intersection of
—'qnway 52 anag ' ~~~--~--* Extension to Cavendar Creek Road. The proposed
beneficiary of the project is located at 3221 Copper Mines Pnad.

$250,000

Lumpkin County

99 Courthouse Hill, Suite H

Heather Feldman, GMRC

770-538-2610

The project will involve construction of fiber optic broadband both underground and above ground. On the lines that
are underground, there will be a temporary removal of vegetation. Grassing and mulching will be completed
immediately following construction activities to minimize these impacts. Soil types in the area are satisfactory for the
proposed improvements and no soil borings will be required. All grading and excavation will be scheduled so as to
minimize the exposure of the bare soils to erosive elements. The disturbed areas will be grassed immediately to
prevent erosion in areas of concentrated water flows. Sediment barriers, such as hay bales and silt fence will also be
installed in those areas of concentrated water flows.
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SUDMITIEa SECTIoN 1Ub Review to State Historic Preservation
Division for compliance with National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966.

According to project location maps, the project location
crosses an area of floodplain Zone A; however, the
improvements in this area will be above ground and will not
impact any floodplains. Proper notification will be publicized.

The project crosses an area of wetlands; however
improvements in this area will be above-ground and will not
impact the wetlands.

Not applicable. Lumpkin County is not listed as one of
Georgia’s six coastal counties or one of its five inland tier
counties by the Coastal Services Center, National Oceanic *
Atmosphere Administration.

No impact. The site is not listed on the EPA Region IV Sole
Source Aquafier Map. See attached map.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, Ecological
Services Field Office in Athens, GA, there are some
endangered species listed in Lumpkin County. A full list is
attached. Project information was also submitted to USFW
office in Athens, Georgia.

The project is not located near a federally designated Wild &
Scenic River. The only Wild and Scenic River in North GA is
the Chattooga, which doesn't run through Lumpkin County.
Website verific~*~~ 1JSFS

During construcuon unly, dust could affect air quality at times.
This is normal during construction and is only temporary. The
project specifications will require that the contractor control
dust by wetting down all disturbed areas. The proposed
improvements will have no permanent affect on air quality and
will not require a GA DNR Air Quality Permit.

The project site is located within a residential district and is not
covered by the Farmland Protection Policy Act. The
concurrent notice was also submitted to USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Services.

The project will improve infrastructure quality and as a result
will create jobs for low and moderate income persons in the
community.




construction sites due to heavy equipment and machinery.
Increased noise levels will be during daylight hours only and
will return to normal upon completion of the project.

No hazardous site clean-ups were listed within miles of the
project according to the EPA Region IV list of hazardous
clean-up sites. (www.epa.gov) See attached map.

Based on a site survey and a survey of the surrounding area,
no hazardous operations were observed within 2,000 feet of
the project site.

The project is nou within either civilian or military airport clear
zones. No impact.










Should the project not be completed, high speed internet service to a company who solely depends on fast, reliable
internet service for business would not be provided. As a result, the company would need to move from Lumpkin
County and all of those jobs would be lost.

The project will involve construction of fiber optic broadband both underground and above ground on existing utility
power poles. On the lines that are underground, there will be a temporary removal of vegetation. Grassing and
mulching will be completed immediately following construction activities to minimize these impacts. Soil types in the
area are satisfactory for the proposed improvements and no soil borings will be required. All grading and excavation
will be scheduled so as to minimize the exposure of the bare soils to erosive elements. The disturbed areas will be
grassed immediately to prevent erosion in areas of concentrated water flows. Sediment barriers, such as hay bales
and silt fence will also be installed in those areas of concentrated water flows.

Section 106 Review — Historic Preservation Division, GA Department of Natural Resources.

GA Department of Natural Resources
Historic Preservation Division

254 Washington Street, SW

Ground Level

Atlanta, GA 30334

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Administrator

61 Forsyth Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Georgia Environmental Protection Division
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 1152
East Tower

Atlanta, GA 30334

Georgia Department of Transportation
One Georgia Center

600 West Peachtree Street

Atlanta, GA 30308



Mr. Russell Townsend
Qualla Boundary Reservation
Post Office Box 455
Cherokee, NC 28719

Department of Human Services
# 2 Peachtree Street

30™ Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Debbie Harris

105 West Park Drive
Suite D

Athens, GA 30606

Natural Resource Conservation Service
Gainesville Service Center

Soil Conservationist

734 East Crescent Drive

Gainesville, GA 30501












Designated “o!- Source Aquifiers in kPA Region IV

abama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
. ~nnessee
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The 3 Sole Source Aquifer designations in Region IV are listed below.
Contact the Regional Sole Source Aquifer coordinator for more
information.

Lois Hill
US EPA Region IV, Water Division

61 Forsyth St., SE

Atlanta, GA 30303-3104

phone: (404)562-9472 -

email: hill.lois@ena.gov

DESIGNATED SOLE SOURCE AQUIFERS IN REGION IV:

State Sole Source Aquifer Name IFederal Register |[Public. GIS
Cit, Date map
FL Biscayne Aql.nfer, Broward, Dade, Monroe & Palin 44 FR 58797 10/11/79 no
Beach Counties
‘FL ] Volusia-Floridan Aquifer, Flagler & Putnam Counties IB2 FR 44221 11/18/87 "no
[¥LA/MS | Southern Hills Regional Aquifer System |ls3 PR 25538 07/07/88 _ |no
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- ' : U.S. Department of Housing OMB No. 2506-0087
F L T Fe Funds and Urban Development (exp. 10/31/2014)

and Certification Office of Community Planning

and Development

This form is to be used by Responsible Entities and Recipients (as defined in 24 CFR 58.2) when requesting the release of funds, and
requesting the authority to use such funds, for HUD programs identified by statutes that provide for the assumption of the environmental
review responsibility by units of general local government and States. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated
to average 36 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This agency may not conduct or sponsor, and

a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless that collection displays a valid OMB control number.

.rart 1 .-r-rogram vescription and Request for Release of Funds (to be completed by Responsible Entity)

1. Program Title(s) 2. HUD/State Identification Number 3. R'ecipient lucification Nunwe:
Community Development Block Grant (optional
4. OMB Catalog Number(s) 5. Name and address of responsible entity
. . 4 — 1 Chris Dockery, Chairman
6. For information about this request, contact (namc w piiunie nuUmMber) 99 Courthouse Hill, Suite H
Heather Feldman 770-538-2610 Dahlonega, GA 30533
8. HUD or State Agency and office unit to receive request 7. Name and address of recipient (if different than responsible entity)
Georgia Department of Community Affairs
60 Executive Park Park South, NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

The recipient(s) of assistance under the program(s) listed above requests the release of funds and removal of environmental
grant conditions governing the use of the assistance for the following

9. Program Activity(ies)/Project Name(s) 10. Location (Street address, city, county, State)
Lumpkin County EIP - Broadband Extension Longbranch Extension, Copper Mines Road.

11. Program Activity/Project Description

The proposed project includes the construction and installation of fiber optic cable for a company that
does 100% of their business via the internet and cloud.

Previous editions are obsolete form HUD-7015.15 (1/99)



rary 2, coviceumenoal Certificativn (w ve cumpieey oy respunsioie entity)

With reference to the above Program Activity(ies)/Project(s), |, the undersigned officer of the responsible entity, certify that:

1. The responsible entity has fully carried out its responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making and action pertaining
tot roject(s) named above.

2. The responsible entity has assumed responsibility for and complied with and will continue to comply with, the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and the environmental procedures, permit requirements and statutory obligations
of the laws cited in 24 CFR 58.5; and also agrees to comply with the authorities in 24 CFR 58.6 and applicable State and local
laws.

3. The responsible entity has assumed responsibility for and complied with and will continue to comply with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, and its implementing regulations 36 CFR 800, including consultation with the State Historic Preservation
Officer, Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations, and the public.

4. After considering the type and degree of environmental effects identified by the environmental review completed for the proposed

project described in Part [ of this request, | have found that the proposal did D did not require the preparation and
dissemination of an environmental impact statement.

. The responsible entity has disseminated and/or published in the manner prescribed by 24 CFR 58.43 and 58.55 a notice to the public
in accordance with 24 CFR 58.70 and as evidenced by the attached copy (copies) or evidence of posting and mailing procedure.

6. The dates for all statutory and regulatory time periods for review, comment or other action are in compliance with procedures and
requirements of 24 CFR Part 58.

7. Inaccordance with 24 CFR 58.71(b), the responsible entity will advise the recipient (if different from the responsible entity) of
any special environmental conditions that must be adhered to in carrying out the project.

W

As the duly designated certifying official of the responsible entity, I also certify that:

8. 1am authorized to and do consent to assume the status of Federal official under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
and each provision of law designated in the 24 CFR 58.5 list of NEPA-related authorities insofar as the provisions of these laws
apply to the HUD responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making and action that have been assumed by the responsible
entity.

9. T am authorized to and do accept, on behalf of the recipient personally, the jurisdiction of the Federal courts for the enforcement
of all these responsibilities, in my capacity as certifying officer of the responsible entity.

‘E Title of Certifying Officer
Chairman
Date signec
X — [
Al

rart 3. To be completea wnen tne Recipient 1s nov ine xesponsible Entity

The recipient requests the release of funds for the programs and activities identifi pecial
conditions, procedures and requirements of the environmental review and to advise the responsible entity of any proposed change in
the scope of the project or any change in environmental conditions in accordance with 24 CFR 58.71(b).

Signature of Authorized Officer of the Recipient Title of Authorized Officer

Date signed

X

Warning: HUD will prosecute false claims and statements. Conviction may result in criminal and/or civil penalties. (18 U.S.C. 1001, 1010, 1012; 31 U.S.C.
3729, 3802)

Previous editions are obsolete form HUD-7015.15 (1/99)









Initial Project Assessment
for BIP Pre-Agrecement Cost Approval

Applicant local government: Lumpkin County, Georgia

Potential beneficiary (company):  Get U Wired

Thank you for your interest in the Employment Incentive Program (EIP) of the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs. This document, an Initial Project Assessment (IPA),
contains several questions regarding your proposed project. Your answers to these questions will
help us determine whether your project is eligible for EIP funding and whether DCA may issue a
pre-agreement cost approval letter to authorize interim financing and the commencement of
project activities. A DCA employee will be available to assist you in answering these questions.

Pleasc be advised that your completion of this IPA docs not constitute submission of
an EIP application and is not a commitment to fund or a notification of grant award, or
notification that any proposed activities are cligible for EIP financing or pre-agreement
cost approval. Simply, DCA needs certain information about your project before it can issue a
pre-agreement cost approval. Upon receipt of a completed IPA form that is signed by the chief
elected official of thc potential local government applicant, DCA will issue either a pre-
agreement cost approval for all elig''- projects or a notice of explanation for ineligible projects.

As you know, each EIP application must stand on its own merit and obtain sufficient
points under the formal review process o be funded. Since the competitiveness of your project
is unknown at this time, any group that secures financing and moves ahead with any portion of
the project should do so under the full realization that EIP funding is not guaranteed until a grant
award and contract has been executed by DCA.

Certification:

I, the undersigned authorized representative of the applicant, certify that to the best of my
knowledge and belief, the information contained in this IPA form is true and correct. 1
understand that funding under the EIP program is contingent in part upon compliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), among other laws and regulations,
and tiat/failu fNEPA will result in ineligibility for funding under EIP.

:yo comply
I'yt-th here})y regjiest pre-agreement cost approval from DCA for this project.

Sig\mﬂﬁre of Kllth‘ox‘x{fﬁLocybovemment Representative Date Sigy{ed

Chris Dockery, Chairman Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners
Name and Title of Authorized Representative




Lumpkin County Broadband Exnansion

Initial Project Assessment
Fnr EIP Pre-Agreement Cost Apnrnwval

Office of Economic Development
Georgia Departr o © Affairs

Project Description

Lumpkin County is planning to submit an application to the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs for Community Development Block Grant — Employment Incentive Program {CDBG-EIP)
funding in the amount of $166,909 to construct a 96ct Fiber Optic cable from Highway 52 North
along Long Branch Road to Copper Mines Road to support Get U Wired, an internet marketing
business located at 3221 Copper Mines Road, Dahlonega, GA 30533.

Founded in 2003 by CEO and President, Lee Goff, Get U Wired, LLC is an internet marketing
incubator specializing in Infusionsoft Automated Marketing, Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
and Content Marketing, Internet Marketing Strategic Consultation, and Website Development
and Implementation. With approximately 25 employees, Get U Wired, LLC has clients all over
the United States.

In today’s business climate, it is a necessity to have the internet to conduct business. Get U
Wired, LLC conducts 100% of their business through the world-wide-web and needs the ability
to upload, download, and transfer data quickly, which requires higher broadband capacity.
Through the current Internet Service Provider (ISP), Get U Wired, LLC has conducted numerous
speed tests and only has the capacity for 12Mbps upload and download speeds. The only time
when speeds are above 8 or 9 though is when it’'s one or two people in the office. When
additional people connect to the network, the bandwidth drastically decreases. When the
internet is down, business is halted for Get U Wired, LLC resulting in loss of business profit, time,
and productivity. In fact, in one recent event, the internet was down for almost 24 hours for Get
U Wired, LLC. Due to the fact that the business is 100% dependent on the internet, when the
service is disrupted or completely down, employees are unable to work and are often sent
home. As a result, timelines are not met, and business productivity is extremely low.

Get U Wired, LLC is in such a critical need for higher capacity and speed that they have been in
recent talks with another Georgia county closer to metro Atlanta and several other states,
including one on the west coast because those communities have the required high speed
broadband capabilities, potentially resulting in a net loss of 25 jobs. The need to be able to
effectively communicate with their clients via online meetings and to be able to meet project
deadlines for site transfers would be 150Mbps up to a 1,000Mbps (1 gigabyte) connection.
Having long build out periods will not only cause large bottlenecks in the ability to grow the
company, but can also negatively impact current operations when limitations are reached.

In an effort to keep these jobs in Georgia and expand their operations, thereby creating an
additional 20 jobs, Lumpkin County will seek funding through the Community Development
Block Grant — Employment Incentive Program grant to build a 96ct Fiber Optic cable path from
Highway 52 North along Long Branch Road to Copper Mines Road ending at the Get U Wired
facility. (See attached maps)



Lumpkin County Broadband Exnansion

The project will consist of approx. 13,300 LF of Overhead Fiber Optic Cable Construction. The
overhead construction will be a Single Mode 96 Fiber Strand Cable, ADSS, Self Supporting Aerial
Fiber Cable. The overhead fiber will be placed on existing power poles using Preform Line
Products Hardware. Slack Coils in the overhead fiber will be placed every 1000 feet to provide
access points in the fiber cable.

The project will also consist of approximately 7200 LF of Underground Fiber Cable
construction. The underground construction will be a Single Mode 96 Fiber Strand Cable that
meets outdoor cable Rural Utility Service (RUS) specifications. The underground fiber will be
placed at a depth of 36" in the ground along state and county road right-of-ways. The
underground fiber will be placed by methods of Directional Boring and Vibratory
Plowing. Underground vaults will be placed along the underground fiber route, to store slack
for access points in the Fiber Cable.

As a result of this project, Get U Wired, LLC will be able to expand their operations and facility
and commits to create 20 new jobs at a total investment cost of $225,000. Access to high speed
broadband capacity is a critical factor in keeping small businesses, like Get U Wired, LLC in
operation. The project will also allow Get U Wired, LLC to expand their market, enhance their
opportunities for current operations, and connect people and ideas faster.

The Lumpkin County Development Authority will act as a “sub-recipient” of the grant award and
will oversee all aspects of the project and development stages on behalf of the county.

In May 2014, a meeting was held with representatives from Lumpkin County, Georgia
Mountains Regional Commission, Get U Wired, and John VanBrunt with DCA to discuss
eligibility of this project under the CDBG-EIP Program. Lumpkin County would like to
respectfully request that Pre-Agreement Cost Approval (PACA) be retroactive to May 1, 2014,

Sources and Uses
*See attached Source and Use Statement

Project Structure
a) Principal Developer and Manager: TBD
b) Developer’s Contractor: TBD
¢) Equity will be provided by Get U Wired, LLC.
d) Permanent Financing: Get U Wired, LLC.
e) Who will own, maintain, and operate the assets? Lumpkin County

Timetable & Stages

Lumpkin County began its compliance with NEPA environmental requirements for this project in
June 2014. In completing the Statutory Checklist and Environmental Assessment for the project,
it was deemed that the project will cross both floodplain and wetland areas. Therefore, a Notice
of Early Review has been issued. Upon the required 15-day public input process, a Notice of
Explanation will be run. Bearing no public comments, a Concurrent Notice of Finding of No
Significant Impact will be issued. Additionally, a Section 106 Review was submitted to the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources-State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the
project was also submitted to the Tribal Preservation Office to seek comments. All comments
will be forwarded to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs once the 30-day review

2
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period is complete and comments are received at which time, a Request for Release of funds
will be issued.

The estimated project timetable for completion of this project is 24 months.

Public Benefit Standards
e The total amount of CDBG - EIP funds to be used in the project: $166,909
¢ The total number of permanent full-time equivalent jobs to be created is 20
e The total number of low and moderate income persons hired, retained or served by the
projectis 11,

Questions for Proposed EIP Loans

NOT APPLICABLE

Questions for Proposed Infrastructure Projects:

All infrastructure improvements will be constructed within existing state and local right-of-way.

Whom May We Contact

Mr. Chris Dockery, Chairman

Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners
99 Courthouse Hill, Suite H

Dahlonega, GA 30533

706-864-3742

706-482-2697 Fax

Mr. Steve Gooch, Executive Director
Lumpkin County Development Authority
99 Courthouse Hill, Suite A

Dahlonega, GA 30533

706-864-3742

Mrs. Heather Feldman

Director of Economic Development
Georgia Mountains Regional Commission
P.0.Box 1720

Gaini  ille, GA 30503

770-538-2610

770-538-2625 Fax






Open Records Statute:

Georgia Law requires that “All public records of an agency as defined in subsection (a)
of this Code section, except those which by order of a court of this state or by law are
prohibited or specifically exempted from being open to inspection by the general public,
shall be open for a personal inspection by any citizen of this state at a reasonable time
and place; and those in charge of such records shall not refuse this privilege to any
citizen” (0.C.G.A. § 50-18-70(b)). This means that past and current records on the use of
CDBG/EIP funds are required to be open for public inspection.

However, certain proprietary information which is required by DCA to be included in an
economic development application and must be supplied by a business or developer in
order to receive certification and which constitutes a “trade secret” (O.C.G.A. § 10-1-740
et seq.; 16-8-13(a)(4)) is exempt from disclosure under O.C.G.A. section 50-18-70.
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10.

Compliance with Laws and Regulations; Incorporation of Documents and Laws:
The contracts and other documents, and the federal and state laws, regulations,
guidelines, opinions, and standards of the Community Development Block Grant as
cited in the CDBG Recipient’s Manual are hereby incorporated into and made a part
of this Agreement by reference. The Commission shall comply with all of the
foregoing in undertaking all of the obligations and duties assumed by it under this
Agreement.

Maintenance of Records: (a) The Commission shall maintain such records and
accounts as deemed necessary and appropriate by the Commission and the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs. (b) At any time during normal business hours, the
Commission shall make available for inspection such records as are required or
appropriate at its office in Gainesville, Georgia and at the County Hall Office in
Dahlonega, Georgia.

Discrimination in Employment or Services: The Commission agrees that it shall not
discriminate against any person in the provision of any services or in any terms or
conditions of employment on the basis of political affiliation, race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, age, or handicap, and will comply with all applicable federal and
state laws, rules, regulations, and guidelines prohibiting discrimination.

Termination: This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon thirty (30)
days prior written notice to the other party. The Commission shall be compensated for
all services satisfactorily rendered prior to and including the date of termination.

Termination Due to Non-Availability of Funds: Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Agreement, in the event that funds to be made available to the
County do not become available, then this Agreement shall immediately terminate
without further obligation to the Commission as of this moment.

Entire Agreement; Modification: (a) This writing contains the entire Agreement of
the parties, and no representatives are made or relied upon by either party other than
those expressly set forth. (b) No modification, amendment, waiver, termination, or
discharge hereof shall be binding upon either party unless executed in writing by the
parties.

Execution in Duplication: The Agreement is executed in duplicate, and each of the
duplicated shall be deemed to be an original and shall have the same force and effect
as if it had been executed by the parties.









