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Date:                                  April 27, 2016 

 

Agenda item:                  Requested Update to Wellhead Protection Ordinance  

 

Item Description:      The Wellhead Protection Ordinance adopted by Lumpkin 

County in 2010 contains a typographical error that should 

be revised/amended.       

 

Facts & Historical     

Information:                     

 

In 2010 the Georgia Department of Natural Resources required local governmental 

agencies (as applicable) to complete the passage of an ordinance providing for 

providing for the protection of wells producing water for public consumption in 

Georgia.  The ordinances were to have an effective date of not later than January 1, 

2011. 

 

In November of 2010 the Lumpkin County Water and Sewerage Authority 

(LCWSA) adopted a resolution to request the Lumpkin County Board of 

Commissioners adopt a “Wellhead Protection Ordinance” as required by the 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  A draft copy of LCWSA’s resolution 

is attached to this report as “EXHIBIT – 1”.    

 

On December 16, 2010 the Lumpkin County adopted Resolution No. 2010-71 in 

response to the request from LCWSA.  A signed copy of Resolution No. 2010-71 

is attached to this report as “EXHIBT – 2”. 

 

Attached to both LCWSA’s recommendation and the Lumpkin County’s 

Resolution No. 2010-71 is “Exhibit A”.  “Exhibit A” is the Wellhead Protection 

Ordinance.  Section 2.a. of the Wellhead Protection Ordinance establishes a Control 

Zone around the wellhead of wells producing water for public consumption.  Per 

the ordinance, within the Control Zone, the Lumpkin County Water and Sewerage 

Authority shall control all activities so that there are minimal sources of potential 

pollution in the immediate vicinity of the wellhead. 

 



Comparison of Section 2.a. of the draft ordinance and the adopted ordinance shows 

that there is a discrepancy between the draft of the ordinance that was recommended 

by LCWSA and the final version of the ordinance that was signed by the Lumpkin 

County Commission Chairman. 

 

In the draft copy of the ordinance, the limits of the Control Zone around an 

individual wellhead was described as follows: “The Control Zone is all that area 

within a circle. The center of said wellhead and the radius of which is 15 feet.” 

 

In the finalized and signed copy of the ordinance, the limits of the Control Zone 

around an individual wellhead was described as follows: “The Control Zone is all 

that area within a circle, the center of said wellhead and the radius of which is 157 

feet.” 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: 

 
LCWSA Staff recommends the Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners consider taking 

such action as necessary to revise/amend Section 2.a. of Lumpkin County Wellhead 

Protection Ordinance to match the language of the ordinance as originally drafted.   

 

Specifically, the description of the Control Zone limits in contained in Section 2.a. of the 

adopted Wellhead Protection Ordinance is recommended be revised to read as follows: 

 

“The Control Zone is all that area within a circle. The center of said wellhead and the radius 

of which is 15 feet.” 
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